
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in 

the sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 Oct.  1 —Monday Night 
Prayer at 6:30 PM in 

Fellowship Hall  

 Oct. 7—Sunday, MOPS 
(Mothers of Preschoolers) 
Pre-registration in the 
Fellowship Hall between 

services. 

 Oct. 12—Friday, MOPS kick-

off at Maranatha. Children 
can be dropped off at 
Moppets in the Ministry 
Center at 8:45 AM.  Mother’s 
program starts at 9:00 AM in 

the Fellowship Hall 

 Oct. 13—Saturday,  Bible 
Quizzing in the Ministry 
Center, 8:00 Am-4:00 PM 
and Garage Games for 
Youth at 7-9PM in the Soul 

Garage 

 Oct. 17—Wednesday, Young 

at Heart (Age 55+) Potluck 
Lunch in the fellowship hall 
at noon followed by the 
Herrlinger Family Singers at 
1:00 PM. Please sign up for 
what you can bring to the 
potluck at the bulletin board 

in the fellowship hall. 

 Oct. 20—Saturday, Family 
Fall Festival from 10:00-
11:30 AM for families with 

children ages 3years 
through 3rd grade  in the 
Ministry Center Gathering 

Place.  
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It’s Time to Move Off the Sidelines and  

Into the Game!  
 As I step out of my door in the morning, I am quickly 

reminded that we are entering a new season. There is a welcomed 

(at least to me) crispness in the air. The leaves are turning, and many have 

already begun to drop signaling a farewell to summer. 

  Autumn, one of my favorite times of the year, is upon us. I am 

excited every year as fall arrives for many different reasons. Hunting 

or hiking in the woods enjoying the beauty of God’s creation, are 

great ways to spend a sunny fall day. How about football season and 

the pursuit of another Super Bowl title for the Packers?    

  While all of these activities can be rewarding, do they have an eternal 

impact? As we reflect on the hobbies and pastimes that bring us enjoyment and 

fulfillment during this season (or any season for that matter), 

does involvement in a small group or volunteering in one of the 

many ministry opportunities here at Maranatha make the cut? 

Do we get as excited about impacting others in our community 

for Christ as we would by watching the Packers pull out a close 

game or shooting our next “wall hanger” buck?    

 I wrestle with these questions when I consider The Great Commission that 

Jesus charged his disciples to fulfill. In Matthew 28:19, Jesus says “Therefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” The Great Commission Jesus gave his 

disciples some 2,000 years ago is just as applicable today. We, as Christ’s 

disciples today, should be just as devoted and excited about the work before us. 

We have so many opportunities to be involved in reaching others with the Gospel 

and helping others (and ourselves) grow deeper in our relationship with Christ 

right here in our own church body!! 

 Our Children & Youth Ministries have started their fall programs that are a 

great outreach to both our church and the community.  AWANA had nearly 100 

young people in attendance for the opening night. Youth group had 57 young 

adults (grades 7-12) for their opening night in Soul Garage. Sunday School has 

been averaging nearly 100 kids for the first few weeks. What an incredible 

mission field we have before us! These ministries will have an enormous impact 

on the church of tomorrow.  

 In Matthew 9:27-28, Jesus told His disciples “The harvest is plenty but the 

workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 

His harvest field.” While God has blessed Maranatha ministries with many 

fantastic, dedicated volunteers and helpers in these areas, there is always a 

need for more. I have heard from many ministry volunteers that have been 

unbelievably blessed while serving others in one of these areas. 

  A number of small groups are kicking off this fall. We have heard in recent 

messages how important it is to be connected to one another for support, growth, 

and accountability.  With the number of times and choices available, everyone is 



sure to find one that will fit their schedule. There’s no better way to get plugged in to life at Maranatha than 

through a small group.  

 I know that life is busy and that “our time” is often far too short, although, after a candid self 

evaluation I often find it’s my priorities that need to be adjusted. It seems as though we can always make 

time for what is truly important to us. My prayer is that Christ will reveal to each of us how we can get off of 

the side-lines and get ‘in the game’ that really matters— to further His kingdom. 

Serving Christ, 

Scott Carlson 

 

Maranatha Children’s Hide & Seek Ministry is hosting 

 

Family Fall Festival 

 

Saturday, October 20th 

 

10:00-11:30 AM 

 

in the Ministry Center 

Gathering Place. 

 

Fun and games are planned for families of Maranatha and our community 

with children ages 3 years through 3rd grade! 

 

We need volunteers to help run the games.   

We also have a list of of food items  

to donate for prizes that morning.   

If you are able to volunteer or donate items,  

please call Ginny Proffitt at 715-719-0678. 



Small Groups —Fall 2012 

Interested?  Give a leader a call! 

  Duke & Kelly St. Aubin, location and topic to be determined, 715-458-0912, on the  

  second and fourth Wednesdays of the month 

 

  John & Nancy Peterson, Sermon-Based Study, 715-822-4138, on the second and fourth 

  Tuesdays of the month in their home in Comstock. 

 

  Mike & Rita Correll, Sermon-Based Study, 715-736-0087, Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30 PM 

  in their home in Rice Lake. 

 

  Paul Green,  Men’s Fraternity: Year 1 “Quest for Authentic Manhood”, 715-234-8313, 

  Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

 

  Dan Reid,  Men’s Fraternity: Year  2 “”Winning at Work & Home”  715-234-8313, 

  Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 AM in the Conference Room. 

 

  Mary Holmes, Women’s Beth Moore Study “A Woman’s Heart:  God’s Dwelling Place” on 

  Thursdays from 9:00-11:00 AM in the fellowship hall (715-637-8015) 

  

 Carmen Gil, Women’s Study “Daniel-The Handwriting on the Wall” on Mondays at 5:45 

 PM in the Conference Room (715-234-8313) 

 

Ralph & Lora Metheny, Sermon-Based Study, Tuesdays at their home in Rice Lake (715-

790-0324) 

 

 Larry Anderson, “God and Government”, Mondays at 7:30 PM in Maranatha Conference 

 Room (715-651-7276) 

 

  “Victory Bound”—Christ-Centered Recovery meets Tuesdays at 6:00 PM in Maranatha’s 

  Conference Room (715-234-8313) 

 

Jacob & Erin Heringer, Book of the Bible Study, this study for couples in their 30-40’s with 

young children, will meet in their home in Rice Lake the first 3 Tuesdays of the month from 

7:30-9:00 PM (480-383-9000)  

 

Men’s and Women’s Sermon-Based Study on Thursdays at 7:00-8:30 PM; Men meet with 

Bill McClain in the Ministry Center, and women meet with Cindy McClain in the Fellowship 

Hall. (715-236-2706)  

 

 

 



The Free African Society 
 The summer of 1793 in the nation’s capital was hot and dry after a spring of heavy rain.  The epidemic started in July.  

By late August the city of Philadelphia was in a panic.  People were dying at a rate of about ten per day in August.  The death 

rate multiplied to about one hundred per day by late September and October.  About five thousand Philadelphians succumbed 

to Yellow Fever that year.  The disease had been rare in the city for many years.  Some 20,000 of the population of 55,000 

fled.   The national government led by President George Washington relocated to nearby Germantown—less than ten miles 

from Philadelphia.  

 Who remained to care for the sick—and why?  The story of Benjamin Rush and the Free African Society in 1793 is a 

parable of the third Biblical pillar of freedom—respect of persons.   

 Pennsylvania was one of the first states to enact a gradual emancipation of black slaves in 1780.  The mood of the 

region was opposed to slavery.  Some slave owners allowed their slaves an opportunity to purchase their freedom.  

Philadelphia quickly became a refuge for free blacks and for runaway slaves from nearby Virginia and Maryland.  Richard 

Allen and Absalom Jones purchased their freedom and served the growing free black population of Philadelphia as Christian 

pastors.  They founded the Free African Society in 1787.  “Absalom Jones and Richard Allen, two men of the African race, 

who, for their religious life and conversation have obtained a good report among men, these persons, from a love to the 

people of their complexion whom they beheld with sorrow, because of their irreligious and uncivilized state, often communed 

together upon this painful and important subject  . . . proposed . . . that a society should be formed . . . [of persons who] lived 

an orderly and sober life, in order to support one another in sickness, and for the benefit of their widows and fatherless 

children." (Preamble of the Free African Society, 1787) 

 Benjamin Rush, a doctor and a signatory of the Declaration of Independence, was a prominent citizen of Philadelphia 

in 1793.  Rush was a devout Christian who promoted religion in public education (A Defense of the Use of the Bible as a 

School Book, 1797) and prison reform.  He was the founder of the Pennsylvania Bible Society and of the Pennsylvania 

Abolition Society.  As a medical doctor, Rush was an early leader in the field of psychiatry. He used the unscientific 

treatments of the day, but vigorously sought to understand the causes of disease and to improve upon their treatment.   

 During the epidemic, Rush, Allen, and Jones remained in the city to care for 

the sick and dying.  They did not understand the disease.  Rush, and the city 

government, urged the members of the Free African Society to nurse the sick.  He 

initially believed from “accounts of the yellow fever which had been published by 

many writers . . . that the negroes of our city would escape it.”  He accepted the 

suggestion of “the safety and propriety of employing black people to nurse and 

attend persons infected by this fever.” He concluded:  “It was not long after these 

worthy Africans undertook the execution of their humane offer of services to the 

sick before I was convinced that they were mistaken.” (Rush, An Account of the 

Bilious remitting Yellow Fever, 1794, pp. 95-97, online photocopy)  

 Rush contracted the disease.  He survived both the disease and his own 

treatment of blood-letting.  The Free African Society served the people of Philadelphia well even though the black people of 

Philadelphia died at the same rate as the rest of the population.  Allen and Jones also survived. 

Their efforts were not without criticism.  Mathew Carey, who fled the city, accused them of profiteering on the 

suffering.  (Carey, A Short Account of the Malignant Fever, 1794)  Allen and Jones documented their expenses in a pamphlet 

called A Narrative of the Proceedings of the Black People During the Late Awful Calamity in Philadelphia in 1794. Who was 

the good neighbor in this parable?  Was it those who fled the scene and carped from the sidelines, like Mathew Carey, or 

those who remained behind at great personal risk, Benjamin Rush and the Free African society?      

Rush, Allen, Jones and others were “imitators of God . . . as dearly loved children and [lived] a life of love, just as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2, NIV)  They 

understood that the perfect law of freedom is found in a genuine respect and love for our fellow man.  “But whoever looks 

intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—

they will be blessed in what they do . . . . Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 

orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  (James 1:25, 27, NIV) 

 

By Lawrence D. Anderson 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Frolik, Marv Oftedahl, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Don Murley, Pat Swanson, 
Gerry Ehmke, Linda Gessel, Ben Fauske’s dad Michael, 
Nancy Peters, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul 
Green’s step-brother Tom, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda 
Schatz, Julia Sisko’s grandfather,  Esther Swan’s brother 
David,  Patti Aune’s sister Betty, Kathy Johnson’s mother 
Irene Vaughn,   Fran Reich’s children, Kiersten Kopp’s dad 
Bernie, Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s 
children, Eva Condon’s daughters, Connie Blix’s family, 
Larry Hawley’s sisters, Paul Goin’s grandmother, Julia 
Sisko’s grandfather, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, 
Harold & Marilyn Edward’s son Steve, Keven Jensen’s 
cousin Rob, Violet Fossum’s cousin Karolyn & cousin Fred 
and friends Orland & Emma, Sandy Hodge’s sister Jo & 
friend Ann, McClain’s daughter-in-law Sandy,  Leah 
Margan’s niece Leanna, Rich Robinson’s cousin 
Stephanie, Kiersten Kopp’s father Bernie, Yvonne 
Hansen’s cousin’s husband Carl, Joan Neidermire’s friend 
Tami Erickson, Kathy Wasmond, Mary Graese’s friend 
Leah, Yvonne Hansen’s friend Sue, Vicky Heldt’s friend 
Brenda Espeseth, Leslie Jaastad’s friend Dee, Candace 

“But God 
has surely 
listened 

and heard my 
voice in prayer.  
Praise be to God, 
who has not 
rejected my 
prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Randall’s friend Anita, & Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn, Steve Blihovde’s son 
Grant, and Keven Jensen’s nephew Jordan are 
serving in Afghanistan.  

Praises:  An abundance of vegetables from our 
community gardens this summer were shared with 
local food pantries, the Benjamin House Homeless 
Shelter, and to anyone needing them.  Thank you to 
all who participated.  Many items were donated for 
the Steve Edwards Benefit Auction.  Again we thank 
everyone who supported the benefit fundraiser. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

Garage Games  

Will be every second Saturday  

of the month  

at the soul Garage  

for youth 7th grade through 

12th grade .   

Youth can bring friends to enjoy 

food, games, fellowship and music 

from 7:00—9:00 PM.  



Pre-Registration for MOPS (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers) will be Sunday, October 7th in the fellowship hall between services.  
For further information you may also visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com/#/Ministries/MOPS 
Adult Small Groups have started.  Don’t miss out, please contact a small group leader from the bulletin insert and join in the 
community-building at Maranatha. 
 
Our church Is powered by prayer—Please join us Monday, October 1st at 6:30 PM for Monday Night Prayer in Pastor Paul’s office.  
If you are unable to attend but have a special request, please contact the church office at 715-234-8313. 
 
FALL FESTIVAL  Hide & Seek Children's Ministry is hosting a Fall Festival on October 20 from 10am-11:30am.  This is an event for kids in 
our church and community.  The games and activities will be geared for kids ages 3 through 3rd grade.  We need volunteers to 
help run the games.  We also have a list of food items to donate for prizes that morning.  If you are able to volunteer or 
donate items, please call Ginny Proffitt at 715-719-0678. 

 

Young at Heart (Age 55=) will meet Wednesday, Wednesday, October 17th at noon in the fellowship hall for a Potluck lunch 
Followed by music by the Herrinlinger Family. Bill & Cathy and their seven children enjoy sharing in song and testimony lifting up 
the Lord Jesus Christ with music that includes a variety of traditional hymns, original songs, gospel bluegrass and folk style, a 
cappella and instrumental arrangements. Please sign up for what you can bring to the Potluck at the bulletin board to the left 
inside the fellowship hall. For questions, Contact Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 

 
Fall Men’s & Women’s Sermon-Based Studies meet on Thursdays at 7:00 PM.  Men will meet and divide into groups in the ministry 
Center under the direction of Bill McClain.  Women will meet in the Fellowship hall with Cindy McClain.  For further information, 
contact the mcclains at  715-236-2706. 
 
Fall Women's Thursday Morning Bible Study: "A Woman's Heart: God's Dwelling Place" by Beth Moore, is Thursday mornings with 
childcare available. Contact Mary Holmes, 715-418-9761 with questions. 
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 

Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings 
in the Soul Garage.  Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for infants 
through 36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
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